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HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge Yordenis Ugás 
Hernández for his exceptional athletic accom-
plishments, fierce patriotism, and dedication to 
the cause of freedom for the Cuban people. 

Mr. Ugás said on August 12, 2021, ‘‘I’m a 
fighter not only inside of the ring, but outside 
of the ring; I fight for the freedom of my peo-
ple. That’s the most important thing to me. I 
hope that all those who fight for freedom in 
Cuba are safe and know that I will fight for 
them on Saturday, August 21.’’ He also stated 
that, ‘‘I’m dedicating this fight to all my fellow 
Cubans fighting for freedom every day. I want 
to make history for my legacy and for all the 
Cubans around the world. This will be huge 
for the entire Latin community.’’ Mr. Ugás re-
portedly listened to the pro-freedom Cuban 
song ‘‘Patria y Vida’’ (‘‘Homeland and Life’’) 
when heading into the ring for the fight, and 
went on to win that boxing match against long-
time champion, Manny Pacquiao. After his his-
toric win, he exclaimed, ‘‘Homeland and Life, 
Homeland and Life, not Homeland or Death,’’ 
which is a phrase that has become a mantra 
for Cuba’s pro-democracy movement. 

Mr. Ugás is not just a fighter in the ring; he 
is a freedom fighter. He survived being sent to 
a Cuban prison, which was a punishment he 
endured simply for attempting to escape op-
pression. He ultimately was able to enter the 
United States in 2010. Since then, not only 
has Mr. Ugás thrived in his field, but he has 
become an inspiration to people seeking free-
dom all over the world. 

Madam Speaker, I admire this talented and 
spirited athlete who left Cuba, but has never 
left the Cuban people. He has repeatedly ex-
pressed his solidarity with those brave leaders 
and activists on the island who are risking ev-
erything for liberty. Mr. Ugás has inspired a 
new generation of Cubans both in Cuba and 
in exile, and I commend him for his fierce 
dedication and potency—both inside and out-
side the ring. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MADISON CAWTHORN 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

Mr. CAWTHORN. Madam Speaker, during 
the process of voting proxy, there was a 
human error made, which unfortunately re-
flected a no vote. My vote should have re-
flected yes. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 10. 

HON. CORI BUSH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

Ms. BUSH. Madam Speaker, St. Louis and 
I rise to offer our deepest condolences to the 
Polson family and friends on the loss of fire-
fighter Benjamin James Polson, a dear mem-
ber of our St. Louis community and Engine 
House 13. 

Benjamin Polson was courageous. Every 
day he went to work with the goal of saving 
lives, and our St. Louis community is indebted 
to him for his commitment to that work. As 
Congresswoman for Missouri’s First District, I 
am deeply honored to represent Engine 
House 13, and I, like so many of our neigh-
bors, am forever grateful to Mr. Polson. Like 
his father, a retired fire captain, and his moth-
er, an elementary school teacher, Mr. Polson 
lived a life dedicated to the care and service 
of his community, joining the St. Louis Fire 
Department in 2019. He will undoubtedly be 
missed by everyone who loved him, and his 
legacy will live on through his family, friends, 
and colleagues. St. Louis will never forget Mr. 
Polson’s relentless dedication to our city as a 
first responder. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF JAMES 
RAEBEL 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to express my sincere gratitude, and the 
gratitude of all Central Washingtonians, to De-
tective Sergeant James A. Raebel, and to 
congratulate him on his well-deserved retire-
ment. 

During his more than forty years of service 
with the Pasco Police Department, Det. Sgt. 
Raebel has truly embodied what it means to 
‘‘serve and protect’’, working as a K-9 handler, 
an undercover narcotics officer, a detective, 
and a sergeant. Because of his work, the 
Pasco community truly was safer. 

Without dedicated public servants like Det. 
Sgt. Raebel, our Republic, which is sustained 
by a system of law and order, and our very 
way of life could not endure. 

I wish Det. Sgt. Raebel the very best as he 
enters this next chapter of his life. I commend 
him on a lifetime of service to his friends, fam-
ily, and neighbors, and on behalf of all Central 
Washingtonians, I thank him for his service. 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to shine a bright light on the ultimate ex-
ample of leadership set by a resident of east-
ern Connecticut’s second district, Debbie 
MacCoy. For more than six years, Debbie has 
been on the front lines of the crumbling foun-
dations crisis affecting the State of Con-
necticut, and now we know, the State of Mas-
sachusetts as well. Throughout this crisis, 
Debbie has acted as a leading figure on the 
issue, dedicating countless hours in advocacy, 
education, and communication with local, 
state, and federal leaders, leading research-
ers, and international communities impacted 
by similar crises. Debbie has operated as a 
volunteer throughout this entire period and will 
soon retire from her role as one of the pre-
eminent community advocates on this issue. 

In part due to Debbie’s leadership, hundreds 
of families have now been able to remain in 
their home with a remodeled foundation, with 
thousands more in the pipeline. 

Organizing purely from a grassroots level, 
Debbie left her career of more than 30 years 
to allow the time necessary to focus on the 
issue of crumbling foundations. Each week, 
she has poured through correspondence from 
homeowners writing to her under duress seek-
ing guidance or assistance. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
constituents as dedicated as Debbie. I have 
had the privilege of knowing her personally for 
many years and can attest to her compassion 
for others and her high ethical standards in 
the way she conducts herself in the commu-
nity. If it were not for advocates like her, there 
would be far fewer solutions available to those 
affected by this crisis. I am grateful for 
Debbie’s fierce example of altruism and her 
decades-long friendship. To that end, I ask 
that my colleagues in the House join me in 
memorializing Deborah MacCoy’s efforts, set-
ting them further into stone and thanking her 
for all those who have benefitted from those 
efforts. Debbie will forever be a ‘‘concrete 
queen’’ for Connecticut residents. I thank her. 

f 

REMEMBERING LAWRENCE 
BROOKS, 112-YEAR-OLD WWII 
VETERAN 

HON. TROY A. CARTER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam Speaker, 
today I remember Lawrence Brooks of New 
Orleans, the United States’ oldest living World 
War II veteran, who was laid down in his eter-
nal resting place on Saturday, January 15, 
2022 at the age of 112. 
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,
soldiers conducted readiness exercises at 
home to prepare a response to Germany’s in-
vasion of Poland and France. 

After his required one-year service, Brooks 
was originally discharged and returned to New 
Orleans. However, after the attack on Pearl 
Harbor he re-enlisted. As he himself put it, 
after Pearl Harbor, ‘‘There was no question’’ 
that he would continue his service. 

He joined the 91st Engineer Battalion, a unit 
comprised of 1,193 Black enlisted soldiers and 
25 white officers. Soon, the unit boarded a 
converted ocean liner in New York and head-
ed to the South Pacific. 

After an extended voyage due to dodging 
submarines, the 91st arrived in Queensland, 
Australia, an Allied Forces defensive base in 
the war against Japan. 

Private First-Class Brooks fondly remem-
bers the Australian people’s acceptance of the 
Black soldiers and the equal treatment they 
experienced without the specter of segrega-
tion. 

Without Jim Crow, Brooks made white 
friends, and attended dance halls, cinemas 
and hotels freely—freedoms he had never ex-
perienced before. 

Brooks did not see combat during this de-
ployment, instead serving as a staff member 
to officers, lieutenants, and captains. 

While the white officers ate and lived sepa-
rately from the Black soldiers, the private said 
he never experienced discrimination or racism 
during his service. 

Their battalion was also tasked with building 
several buildings, hospitals, roads, housing, 
and recreation centers throughout Horn Island, 
Papua-New Guinea and the Philippines, dodg-
ing Japanese bomb raids. 

Brooks’ unit left the South Pacific in 1944 
and he left the service a year later. Many of 
his stories focus on the positive—a sign of his 
outlook on life. 

He received the Good Conduct Medal, Meri-
torious Service Medal, and Presidential Unit 
Medal. He wanted to attend college, but he 
never received his GI benefits—an injustice 
tragically felt by many Black veterans of the 
Second World War. His daughter Vanessa 
Brooks says that he was also never offered a 
low-interest bank loan or a reduced down pay-
ment for a house. 

Asked in late 2021 what he would like his 
legacy to be, he said, ‘‘I would like to be re-
membered as a strong man. A good soldier.’’ 

He certainly will be. 
Mr. Brooks was a local celebrity, and in 

2021 for his 112th birthday he was honored 
with a drive-through party. He danced on his 
porch during a serenade serenaded by the 
World War II museum’s musical trio, the Vic-
tory Belles. 

A military flyover flew above his Central City 
home in New Orleans. 

He loved the New Orleans Saints and spent 
this past holiday season cheering them on 
with family. 

Mr. Brooks lost his original Army uniform 
during Hurricane Katrina, but was presented 
with an authentic reproduction and his old 
unit’s badge last November. 

‘‘good soldier’s’’ positivity and zest for life. I 
know I am. 

Rest in God’s peace, Lawrence Brooks. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MY POSSIBILITIES 
FOUNDER AND CHAIRMAN, 
CHARMAINE SOLOMON 

HON. VAN TAYLOR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today, I rise 
to recognize Mrs. Charmaine Solomon for her 
nearly fourteen years of dedicated service and 
leadership as the Founder and Chairman of 
the Board of My Possibilities, a first-of-its-kind 
organization serving adults with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. 

As the mother of a special needs son, 
Charmaine envisioned a future where her son 
had access to opportunities following high 
school that would allow him to grow and dis-
cover his full potential. Determined to make 
her dream a reality, she partnered with two 
other mothers who shared her same vision— 
creating an organization whose services would 
improve not only their children’s future, but 
would also impact the lives of countless North 
Texans. 

Founded in 2008, My Possibilities served as 
the first full-day, full-year continuing edu-
cational program for adults with developmental 
disabilities in Collin County. Under her stead-
fast leadership, the organization has worked 
with over 600 HIPster’s—Hugely Important 
People—equipping them with the tools needed 
to develop employable skills and live full and 
independent lives. The college-style campus 
offers students educational, socialization, and 
residential opportunities as well as job place-
ment programs in the community. 

Throughout Charmaine’s tenure, she could 
regularly be found roaming the halls of the 
campus, interacting with students, and giving 
them high-fives and hugs. As a testament to 
her many efforts and in honor of her dedica-
tion, in 2019 the Plano Independent School 
District named their Adult Transition Center 
after Charmaine. 

In addition to her service with My Possibili-
ties, Mrs. Solomon is a Licensed Professional 
Counselor, devoted wife, and loving mother of 
four. She has been an active member of 
CASA of Collin County for more than eight 
years and has also volunteered her time work-
ing with at-risk youth at CITY House. 

Madam Speaker, as Charmaine Solomon 
begins a new chapter of her life following her 
final meeting as the longtime Chairman of My 
Possibilities, I ask my colleagues in the House 
of Representatives to join me today in hon-
oring her incredible impact in North Texas and 
the Third Congressional District. 

p ,
today to recognize and applaud Westminster 
Fire Chief Doug Hall for his 43 years of serv-
ice to the City of Westminster and surrounding 
communities. 

For four decades, Chief Hall has been ac-
tive within the Westminster community and fire 
department. Chief Hall began his career in 
1978 when the City had 18 firefighters, an ad-
ministrative assistant, and only one of its three 
fire stations was staffed. The Westminster Fire 
Department now has 143 employees, with 123 
serving in an emergency response capacity 
from six staffed fire stations. 

For the past 10 years, Chief Hall has served 
as Fire Chief. Under his leadership, West-
minster Fire Department earned an ISO Class 
1 rating, the Center for Public Safety 
Excellence’s (CPSE) highest accreditation. 
Less than 300 agencies have received an ISO 
Class I accreditation nationally. In addition to 
overseeing the modernization of the depart-
ment, including upgrading public safety tele-
communications systems and other techno-
logical upgrades, Chief Hall developed new 
career pathways for future firefighters through 
a multi-agency firefighter academy and officer 
development program. 

Outside of the Westminster community, 
Chief Hall is recognized as a leader in the 
Colorado firefighting community. He served as 
President of the Board of Directors for the 
Adams and Jefferson County Hazardous Ma-
terials Response Authority from 2019 to 2021 
and represents Colorado municipalities as a 
member of the Colorado Fire Commission. 
Chief Hall has been a member of the West-
minster Rotary Club for 13 years. 

I extend my deepest appreciation for Chief 
Hall and his service and dedication to our 
community. I thank him for his continuous 
dedication to serving the people of Colorado. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
THE MAYOR OF DEARBORN, 
JOHN B. ‘‘JACK’’ O’REILLY, JR. 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Former Mayor John 
O’Reilly on the occasion of his retirement from 
the City of Dearborn, Michigan, where he has 
honorably served its citizens in various capac-
ities for past three decades. His significant 
contributions to our community are worthy of 
commendation. 

Mr. O’Reilly graduated from St. Alphonsus 
High School in Dearborn, attended Oakland 
University, and earned his law degree from 
the University of Detroit. He has been a main-
stay in Dearborn and throughout the State of 
Michigan during his celebrated career in public 
service and has followed in the footsteps of 
his father John B. O’Reilly, Sr., who served as 
Dearborn’s fourth mayor. Mr. O’Reilly began 
his career in public service as staff counsel 
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2006, he was sworn in as the Mayor of Dear
born after the passing of Mayor Michael Guido 
and was officially elected to the role in a spe-
cial election in 2007. 

During his tenure as Mayor, Mr. O’Reilly has 
been a champion for economic growth and de-
velopment within the city, as well as for im-
proving Dearborn’s neighborhoods for all. 
Under his leadership, downtown was revital-
ized, and the city has continued to be recog-
nized as a center of culture, industry, and in-
novation. Mr. O’Reilly was highly involved in 
many state and community organizations, as 
the chair of the Downriver Community Con-
ference in 2014, President of the Michigan 
Municipal League in 2015, and was appointed 
to the Executive Committee of the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation by Gov-
ernor Rick Snyder in 2016. Ever the advocate 
for his city, he served on the board of direc-
tors for the Dearborn Education Foundation, 
the West Dearborn Downtown Development 
Authority, and the East Dearborn Downtown 
Development Authority. He resides in his be-
loved Dearborn with his wife Christina, and to-
gether they have three children Devon, Sean, 
and Dylan. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Former Mayor John O’Reilly. 
We are grateful for his years spent serving the 
citizens of Dearborn. Personally, I am thankful 
for Jack’s years of friendship, counsel, and ad-
vice to my late husband John and I, he is 
someone who can always be counted on. I 
join with his family, friends, and colleagues in 
extending my best wishes to him in retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GARY J. PALMER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

Mr. PALMER. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to vote on January 12–13, 2022, due to 
testing positive for COVID. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on rollcall 
No. 4; YEA on rollcall No. 5; NAY on rollcall 
No. 6; NAY on rollcall No. 7; NAY on rollcall 
No. 8; and NAY on rollcall No. 9. 

f 

H.R. 2930, THE STOP ACT 

HON. AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN 
RADEWAGEN 

OF AMERICAN SAMOA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
as an original sponsor of H.R. 2930, The 
STOP Act, to celebrate the House’s passage 
of this important legislation and to express my 
disappointment over the fears that led to 57 of 
my colleagues voting against the bill and will 
lay out the facts to dispel those fears. The fact 
is the bill incorporates the concerns of the var-
ious stakeholders impacted by the legislation. 

legislation. Chairwoman LEGER FERNANDEZ 
comments on the melding of stakeholder con-
cerns were reinforced by Ranking Member 
WESTERMAN on the House floor when he stat-
ed: ‘‘I want to thank the sponsor of the legisla-
tion for working with stakeholders impacted by 
this bill, including the Acoma, the Pueblo, the 
Antique Tribal Art Dealers Association, the De-
partment of the Interior, the Department of 
Justice, and others.’’ Clearly, there was bipar-
tisan recognition that the concerns expressed 
by the bill’s various stakeholders were legiti-
mate and had to be incorporated into the final 
product. I am providing here, for the record, 
the ways in which The STOP Act meets the 
concerns of all the stakeholders mentioned by 
Chairwoman LEGER FERNANDEZ and Ranking 
Member WESTERMAN, which should dispel the 
fears of those opposed to bill. For starters, the 
bill does not ban all exports of Native Amer-
ican items as some fear. The bill only prohibits 
the export of items in violation of NAGPRA 
and ARPA, no other items for export are pro-
hibited. In fact, the bill clearly states: ‘‘an item 
made solely for commercial purposes is pre-
sumed to not qualify as an Item Requiring Ex-
port Certification;’’ while an additional provi-
sion specifies that Certification requirements 
be ‘‘sufficiently specific precise to ensure that 
an export certification is required only for 
Items Requiring Export Certification.’’ Clearly, 
the bill provides for a targeted ban on the ex-
port of illegal items, not the broad ban oppo-
nents fear. The facts dispel the fear that cer-
tification provenance requirements would lead 
to a de-facto export ban given the limited 
provenance of many items. The fact is the bill 
explicitly states: ‘‘include all available informa-
tion regarding the provenance,’’ so the bill 
clearly only requires ‘‘available information’’ 
and does not require the historical provenance 
of the item. Finally, opponents fear that The 
STOP Act placed the burden of proof on the 
citizen, not the government. In fact, the bill 
had no need to address this issue. It is a 
foundational principal of our democratic sys-
tem of laws and governance that the burden 
of proof is on the government, not the citizen. 
In conclusion, I would like to, once again, con-
gratulate the House for passing The Stop Act 
and urge all to consider these facts. 

f 

STANDING IN SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE MARCH FOR LIFE 

HON. VAN TAYLOR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today, I rise 
to stand in solidarity with the many Americans, 
including my constituents from Texas’ Third 
Congressional District, who are here at our 
Nation’s Capital to march for the right to life. 

As a father of three wonderful daughters, I 
know how precious each life is and I strongly 
believe it should be protected at every stage. 

Every year, I am awed by the outpouring of 
love and passion so many Texans show by 

I urge my colleagues to join me in recog
nizing the pro-life and faith leaders here at our 
Nation’s Capital and join us in the fight to pro-
tect innocent human life. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
January 20, 2022 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

FEBRUARY 1 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine Sudan’s im-
periled transition, focusing on United 
States policy in the wake of the Octo-
ber 25th coup. 

SD–106/VTC 
3 p.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

To hold hearings to examine the state of 
the U.S. territories. 

SD–366 

FEBRUARY 2 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To receive a closed joint briefing on U.S. 
policy on Afghanistan. 

CVC–200 

FEBRUARY 3 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Maria Duaime Robinson, of 
Massachusetts, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary (Office of Electricity), and Jo-
seph F. DeCarolis, of North Carolina, 
to be Administrator of the Energy In-
formation Administration, both of the 
Department of Energy, and Laura Dan-
iel-Davis, of Virginia, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of the Interior. 

SD–366 
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SD–366 
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